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 StoryCode News  

 

Spring is finally here, and with it the launch of a whole new
wave of immersive projects, some of which were on view at
the greatly expanded Tribeca Film Festival program. This
year’s Storyscapes winners Jonathan Minard and James
George combine physical computing, video and data to
generate stories in their ambitious, experiential Clouds
project.

We hear creators increasingly describing their work in this
space as “experiences” and even as the tools of the trade
(such as the Oculus Rift) become more innovative and
techniques become diverse, some of the most interesting
experiments in storytelling still aim to connect with
audiences emotionally.

In an interview, Minard and George state their intention with
the project was to be “evocative and incite curiosity.
Experiencing the film is about traveling through space and
discovering things.”

Finally, on the experience front, few groups do large scale
experience as well as ESI Design, and we are excited to
take a peek behind the scenes of their thinking and working
processes in NYC this month.  Artist and designer Ed
Purver will be on hand to discuss some recent projects.

 

May 2014 Chapter Events:

StoryCode Barcelona
May 2014 Forum
May 29, 2014 - 6pm to 9pm

StoryCode New York City
May 2014 Forum
May 20, 2014 - 7pm to 9pm

 
 

  

 Of Note  

  

A Trip Out to Sea: Interactive Film

Sortie En Mer (A Trip Out to Sea) is a harrowing first-person
experience that reinforces the importance of wearing a life
jacket (it was sponsored by yachtwear manufacturer Guy
Cotten). 

What starts as a lovely sailing trip soon escalates into a
terrifying experience as the user is literally knocked into the
water and must scroll to stay afloat. Eventually this proves
futile and you eventually fall to the sea floor. It's a simple
premise and the experience is unforgettable. 
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premise and the experience is unforgettable. 

http://sortieenmer.com/

 

  

Circa 1948: Interactive Film

Circa 1948 is an interactive art app for iPad and iPhone, an
installation and an interactive photo essay created in
partnership with the artist Stan Douglas and the NFB Digital
Studio.

The project allows users to discover the city of Vancouver
circa 1948, a time where two vibrant communities are
struggling through a time of change. By exploring this story
from the past, the project ties an economic downturn to
urban planning, and corruption to the black market and
shows their relevance in any time period. 

http://circa1948.nfb.ca/

 

 

  

Clouds Documentary: Interactive Film

CLOUDS is an interactive, generative, documentary that
allows the viewer to explore different perspectives on the
intersection of code and culture. Filmed using a new 3D
cinema format called RGBD and created entirely with
opensource software, CLOUDS uses a data-driven “story
engine” to present an endless, ever-changing conversation.

It explores themes of creativity and invention, interactive art,
simulation, computational design, data visualization, and
the future of storytelling.

http://www.cloudsdocumentary.com/

 

 

  

Immigrant Nation: Interactive Film

Immigrant Nation is a platform that combines interactive film,
participatory storytelling, live events, and data visualization.
The project explores our connections to immigration, past
and present, through storytelling.

At the heart of this project is a simple idea: the U.S. is a
nation shaped by immigration, and most families have
personal story about it. These stories, whether they
happened generations ago or quite recently, are not often
shared. The project brings them to the surface - revealing
the interconnectedness of these narratives.

https://www.immigrant-nation.com/
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Share It To End It: Interactive Film

Check out the Coalition Against Bullying for Children and
Youth's project called Share It To End It. It's an innovative
social media activation campaign designed to raise
awareness and spark a conversation on bullying.

The projects premise is simple, yet powerful. Each share of
the film (and it's important message) shortens the film and
helps to end it, just like how we can end bullying by talking
about it.

http://shareittoendit.com/

 

 

  

Everyday Rebellion: Transmedia

Everyday Rebellion is a cross-media documentary about
creative forms of nonviolent protest and civil disobedience
worldwide. The project is a tribute to the creativity of the
nonviolent resistance.

It studies the consequences of a modern and rapidly
changing society where new forms of protest to challenge
the power of dictatorships and sometimes also global
corporations are invented everyday. The
site documents methods of peaceful protest that are
presented by icons of the movements, activists, and artists.

http://www.everydayrebellion.net/

 

 

  

Question Bridge: Transmedia

Question Bridge is a platform for black men of all ages and
backgrounds to ask and candidly respond to questions that
are rarely discussed in public. To connect with a wide
audience, the project takes on many forms; an art
installation, educational curriculum, community

engagement program, and interactive digital experience. 

The mobile app and interactive website were just released
into beta in partnership with Uncharted Digital. Viewers can
now easily discover conversations, contribute questions
and answers, follow and tag conversations while creating
an online living archive for black male voices in America.

http://www.questionbridge.com/
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Clock Your Sleep: Data Visualization

Clock Your Sleep is an interesting project created by WNYC
and Charles P Rogers & Co. Bed Makers. Part participatory
storytelling tool and data visualization experiment, the
project aims to help us find out how well we actually sleep.

It's a community data experiment where participatns can
see what's really going on in their bed at night—and how
their sleep compares to other people's in the city that never
sleeps.

http://project.wnyc.org/sleep/

 

 

  

Device 6: Narrative Game

You know you've stumbled upon an awesome project when
you struggle to find the proper words to describe it. Meet
Device 6, a narrative game that plays with the conventions
of games and literature, entwines story with geography and
blends puzzle and novella, to draw players into an
intriguing mystery of technology and neuroscience.

Read, listen and peek into three-dimensional photographs
to solve the bizarre mysteries of DEVICE 6.

http://simogo.com/work/device-6/
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We Are Explorers: Interactive Music Video

What is a music video was 3D-printed? The band Cut/Copy
sought to answer this question with the project We Are
Explorers. The creators of this project prototyped the
physical video, shot in stop motion, with every frame
comprised of 3D printed figurines. And like any song, it’s
only a starting point.

How the world hears and feels it is up to you. The creators
released the video as a BitTorrent Bundle. Download the
Bundle, and unlock the film, a frame-by-frame guide to stop-
motion shooting, plus copies of the 3D print files for each
character in the film.

After you create your own version you can share your films,
ideas, and storylines with the band using the hashtag
#WeAreExplorers.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2deOnkx2fA

 

 

  

 

 Member Highlights  

  

DYI Days has a new name - Learn Do Share
NYC

Registration is now open for Learn Do Share NYC (formerly
known as diy days). It is a free event full of workshops,
hacks, labs, talks and networking and is happening on June
14th at The New School.

This year's theme for NYC is DIY Urbanism. At Learn Do
Share NYC you'll explore how collaborative action, design
thinking, storytelling, play and technology can be used as
tools for civic engagement and social good.

The day is split into a 3 act structure
LEARN (keynotes, case studies and fire side chats)
DO (workshops, labs and hacks)
SHARE (a collaborative action by the day's participants)

Register Here!

 

 

 

  

 

 Sponsors & Partners  Reach Out  

 

 

 

 

Have of a project you think we should be know about? Drop
us a line with a heads up: info@storycode.org.

Are you a member with exciting news? Are you launching a
new project or looking to raise funds to start one? Email us
the details and we'll consider inclusion in the monthly
newsletter.

Thanks to our awesome community for its continued
support.
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